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    T H E  O H  A S S O C I A T I O N  80 Rowley Bridge Road  Topsfield, Massachusetts  01983
   The O H Association is an organization of former employees of the AMC Huts System whose activities include sweet White Mountain reminiscences

THE AMC Hut Committee on November 10, 1930 recommended two new
huts be built, Galehead and Zealand. They further recommended that both huts
be built in 1931 “due to low material prices, ample labor, and to the fact that the
burros will be available for perhaps the last time.” They said that the new
Galehead trail was “not adapted for packing” and a new trail would probably be
required. They recommended that a “log structure [be built] as extensive
blowdowns are available”. Jeff (Galehead ‘70,’71) Leich’s father worked on the
Galehead construction and Jeff has supplied several photos and items of informa-
tion of the construction. Burros were used to haul supplies to the end of the
logging trail at the river, where the Galehead trail turns left to climb to Garfield
Ridge trail. Packers were used from there to the hut.
   Greenleaf Hut was built in 1930, with the “sanataries” in the building itself for
the first time. It was reported in December 1931 that the two huts at Galehead
and Zealand would be ready for use in 1932.  With plentiful water, both huts
have flush toilets. It was further reported that the walls of Galehead were logs
“chinked inside and outside with oakum”.

Galehead—1932-1999
by Henry W. Parker, Hutmaster 1942

Continued on page  two

Looking back through vintage 1940’s
Resuscitators edited by Howie Goff
and Charlie Morse, we saw many
references to hutboys who went into
the service and returned to work in the
huts. During those war years, staffing
had to be reduced in the hut system,
gas and food were rationed, yet the
indominatable spirit under Joe Dodge
was elegantly captured in those
mimeographed hand-typed newsletters
that referred to the news in censored
letters that were sent from the Pacific
and European theaters to Joe and the
Resuscitator editors. George Hamilton
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   In those early years, the season was whenever there was a crew available, in early
or mid June, until early September when most of the crews went back to college.
   The trails in the area have had many changes since the hut was planned.
The 1928 map shows a trail from 5 Corners almost straight to the top of North
Twin. The 1932 map does not show that trail, but shows the North Twin trail
leaving the Gale River trail at the last river crossing. That same trail was shown
on the 1940 map with a new trail up the east side of North Twin. But there is
no Gale River to North Twin shown on the 1946 map.

Gale River Trail
   The original Gale River trail went to the Garfield Ridge trail via Hawthorne
Falls (it hit the Garfield Ridge trail at about the Franconia Brook trail junc-
tion). The new (present) pack trail from the Gale River trail was called the
Galehead trail and early maps (1931, 34) show the trail not meeting the
Garfield Ridge until they reached the hut. The 1940 map shows the two trails
meeting and both coming to the hut, although the hurricane did block the old
Garfield Ridge trail in 1938. In 1942 the pack trail (Galehead trail) below the
Garfield Ridge junction was rarely used by anyone but the crew. I don’t recall
meeting more than a couple of people on that trail all summer. In the 1960’s the
packhouse was moved from a spot near the Littleton waterworks to about its
present location when the road was extended straight past the waterworks. Since
the first and second bridge crossings had been destroyed several years earlier, a
new trail was cut that met the old (and current) Gale River trail past the present
bridge crossing. This was used for much of the sixties until new bridges were
built, the current road bridge and the trail crossing bridge.
  The Garfield Ridge trail that originally went down the ridge (westerly)
directly behind the hut was relocated to its current location after the hurricane.
The Franconia Brook trail was not shown on the 1940 map nor the 46 map but
was open in 1942. There was no trail to Galehead Mountain nor Frost trail to
Thirteen Falls in 1942 (we had to go to Thirteen Falls by way Franconia Brook
trail at the foot of Garfield).  There was a tractor road to and fire lookout on top
of Garfield built in the 30’s by the CCC. It was removed in the 50’s.
   The original hut, as noted above, was built in 1931-32 in a virgin spruce/fir
forest of large trees (see early photos and postcards). The only view was SSE. The
hurricane of Sept 21, 1938 flattened all the trees in the vicinity, leaving a
jackstraw mess surrounding the hut, but giving a 360 degree view.  The hut was
not damaged. (As the new trees grow, the view is being lost to the west and
north.)   We installed a flagpole in ‘42 that lasted for at least ten years.
I supplied several flags. I also supplied several bells for the hut.
   The water system was a tank on the poopdeck loaded with a one lunger pump
at the spring near the col between the hut and South Twin. The tank held about
300 gallons and fed flush toilets that outfalled over the ledge into the Twin
Brook valley. If a toilet didn’t run all night, a tank would last most of the week.
We installed a crew shower (the first in the hut system) on the pipeline from the
pump so we had warm showers when the sun warmed the iron pipe.

Inside the Hut
   The door to the kitchen was smaller; there was a small, 4 hole, cast iron wood
stove (c. 30" x 30") in the kitchen (which was great for baking) and a barrel
stove in the dining room that we used on cold and wet days to heat the dining
room and to burn light trash. We put eight inch wood blocks under the legs of
the stove to get the top to a workable height. We also had a (Perfection)
kerosene three burner stove that was pretty near worthless, as far as I was
concerned, to cook on, plus we would have to pack kerosene if we used it.  We
used pressurized white gasoline lights, Coleman type. Given the fact that
Madison had been burned down while transferring the white gasoline, we always
did the daily filling of the lamps outside, rain or shine.
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Hank Parker, Hutmaster 1942
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   Downed softwood trees were used for firewood.  We had a two-man cross-cut saw, a
bucksaw, a couple of axes and wedges. So we bucked the logs that were up to 20" in
diameter into chunks about 15" long and split those into firewood. We kept a
couple of days’ supply of dry wood on the poopdeck for rainy days (there were no
plastic tarps in those days). We kept a couple of weeks’ supply in the woodyard
outback. We didn’t have to go more than 25 to 50 feet from the woodpile to find a
tree.
   We had to heat all our water on the wood stove in addition to the cooking, and
if we failed to have hot water ready to do the dishes the guest volunteers disap-
peared.  Otherwise the guests would do the dishes, both morning and evening.
   For refrigeration, we had a trap door in the porch and kept things that we
wanted to store in a box there. Cheese and bacon (unsliced) kept quite well when
wrapped in a vinegar soaked cloth.  We had a “gorm line” shelf in the kitchen for
the left-over food, butter, etc. that one now keeps in the refrigerator from meal to
meal. I recall we used a lot of recipes that called for sour-milk.
   Our menu was little different; dinners were hot soup, hot bread (usually yeast
rolls or muffins), a roast (except for chicken-a-la-king on Sundays), canned
vegetables, potatoes and gravy. And cooked desserts with the usual coffee, tea,
cocoa.  Our breakfasts were canned fruit or reconstituted dried fruit, hot breads
(muffins or coffee cake), coffee, tea, cocoa, hot cereal, eggs and bacon or bacon
with pancakes or french toast.  We reconstituted Klim for milk. We also supplied
each guest with a bag lunch (2 sandwiches, candy bar, raisins).
   We requisitioned supplies for the next truck trip twice a week on Tuesdays and
Fridays  and packed from the packhouse which was located by the Littleton water
works, about a mile longer than today’s trail. We usually packed up the full
requisition the day it arrived. Since we were the only traffic on the trail and there
were a number of rotten bridges, we had the agreement that if the packer did not
show up at the hut by 6, we served supper and then went looking.
   At the beginning of the season, the AMC’s string of 8 to 10 burros packed into
Galehead for four or five days and brought in all the basic food we were expected
to need for the season as well as the blankets.  The burro string, owned by the
AMC and known as the White Mountain Jackass Company packed into the huts
from the late twenties until 1965; and the two mule-skinners were always a
couple of the more colorful and smelly characters given that they ate, slept,
packed, and made a trip a day with the donks for a hard three plus weeks in all
kinds of weather in the middle of the black fly season. In 1942 “Moose” Damp
and “Beatle” Elsner did the skinning. As now, we packed the fresh food as we
ordered it. Later in the season we had to pack canned goods and staples as some
ran low.  Our pack loads ran from 50 to 90 lbs. At the end of the season we had to
pack out all the blankets and stuff that would not winter over. That was usually a
two-trip-a-day schedule for most of a week.  Joe Dodge and a closing crew came
in to inventory everything left and bolt on the shutters, etc.
   Each hut had a “gaboon” which was a pit to bury trash after it was burned (cans,
etc.).  We had to dig the pit and then close it at the end of the season. These are
now archeological sites and in recent years the old trash has had to be removed!
   1942 was BVS (Before Vibram Soles) and most hutmen used hobnailed boots.
Joe Dodge had an agreement with the cobbler in Gorham that would take our
heavy work boots on a priority basis and build on a half inch leather sole into
which we would hammer the hob nails. The AMC supplied the hobnails and each
hut had an iron cobbler’s last so we could keep our boots well nailed. Early in the
season, a well nailed boot would last several pack trips without needing attention.
At the end of the season as the soles aged and deteriorated, we would do some
renailing for every trip. The beauty of hob nails is that they were unaffected by
water, so the boots would stick well to most rocks, rain or shine. We did have one
rock on the pack trail that was slippery to hob nails, like a skate on ice, so we had
to avoid stepping on that one.  Of course some of us were tougher on our boots
than others, depending on one’s hiking style. Laurie Brown was the only hutman
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that I can recall that hiked gently in sneakers. I used to go down the pack trail with
just a packboard and the mail in 45 minutes for the 5 mile trip; and my best time to
Zealand was 1 hr. 13 min. Traveling like that was tough on bootsoles and hobnails.
   Galehead hut has the nickname of “Ghoul” because Huck Sharp, hutmaster in
1934-39, found a human skull (affectionately known as “Daid Haid”) in the one
of the abandoned Pemi logging camps. Huck’s hobby was dump hunting in the
logging camp ruins and fishing the remote streams. In 1942 the logging railroad
supplying the Lincoln mills was still operating in the Pemi and of course the
Kancamangus highway was not even a dream. The Daid Haid skull was always
kept on a shelf in the dining room over the kitchen door.  This was before there
was much raiding, at least from Galehead (it was just too far).  And crew mem-
bers didn’t own cars to facilitate road travel. The twice a week supply truck was
the only way for crews to move by road from hut to hut; we rode on top of the
freight load. During 1942 we fashioned a box, marked FRESH EGGS, and asked
guests to carry some eggs to Zealand since they were running low.  Then the crew
there opened the box at dinner time to display the skull which was then sent back
several days later with the same excuse. The Daid Haid was around the huts as a
raid item until it showed up at Ann Dodge’s wedding reception in August, 1953.
According to Ann Dodge Middleton, hutman Brooks Van Everen felt that it was
really not proper, and disposed of it permanently. (Huck Sharp continued his
interest in anatomy, he studied DVM at Michigan State after leaving the huts.)
   The hut crew consisted of two males. For the first part of the season my partner
was Bill McCann, and the last half was “Norway” Anderson. With one crew on
days-off the middle of every week, the hut was run by one person for 2-3 days a
week. Reservations were rare, and messages only came twice a week on supply-
truck trips. Therefore most guests were walk-ins and we never knew how many
would show. We usually prepared for 6 to 8 and that food would easily stretch for
a few more or provide us with lunches for a few days if no-one showed up. We did
have a number of “0” nights. Our busiest night was during a long, cold storm
when we had 22 people for several days. As I recall I was alone and I just enlisted
the guests to do most of the work. Since we had a well heated hut and plenty of
wood and food, it was a happy party. Of course there were drying racks over the
wood stoves to take care of wet clothes.
   We had a particularly difficult time with guests who were traveling from the
west. There was a fire lookout on Garfield who was particularly loquacious (at
least for a lookout) and he kept hikers there for several hours. So guests coming
from Greenleaf were often coming in at 8 p.m. or after dark. And of course we
had to make them a full meal.
   In those early years, each hut had a room left open for winter emergency use. It
was usually the kitchen with some basic supplies. This went on for many years
and was finally terminated when off-season travelers began trashing the huts and
spending time breaking through the celotex walls into the rest of the hut.
Currently the only hut with a winter emergency room is the Lakes and its
dungeon. There was a winter roamer that checked each hut from time to time.
I understand that periodic winter checking is still done.

Tom Caulkins, Hutmaster 1946
   After the war closing of Galehead (1943-45), Tom Caulkins reopened the hut as
the 1946 hutmaster. Tom sent along this story of his summer at the Ghoul.
   There were three of us that went in to open the hut and get things ready for the
summer traffic. As it happened we were all from the south. My brother Stan
“General Lee” Caulkins had spent two years at Madison before he was called into
the Air Force. He had recently been discharged and was back for another summer
with the AMC as a floater and all-around handy man wherever Joe Dodge needed
him. Don McIntosh (I think) was from North Carolina. Although I am not sure,
my recollection is that he was a student at UNC at Chapel Hill since he was
always talking about the football prowess of Charlie “Choo-Choo” Justice. Stan
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and I were from Leesburg, Virginia, 30 miles south of Washington, DC.
   The three of us were dropped off by the supply truck at the packhouse by the
Littleton waterworks where we put together our loads for the hike into the hut.
Unfortunately we didn’t know where we were going. Just a few moments after
departing we came to a fork in the trail and the sign indicating Galehead Hut,
but the sign was on the ground. We weren’t good Boy Scouts since we didn’t have
a map or a guidebook. Back then, hutmen didn’t need such things except to
straighten out the Goofers. The sign, on the ground, pointed to the trail to the
left so off we went only to discover forty minutes later that we were on top of
Nubble. From there we had a good view of the area and knew we had made a
mistake and retraced our steps to start over. Current maps identify Nubble as
Haystack Mountain.
   The trail was a mess and our hike to the hut took us much longer than antici-
pated. We arrived in late afternoon having done a good bit of trail clearing as we
progressed along the trail.
   The hut seemed to be in reasonably good condition and the next day we began
the process of removing shutters, airing the mattresses, and all the other chores
that are a part of opening a hut that had been closed for four years. One of our
frustrations was the water system. The old one lunger gasoline hand-cranked
pump was down by the stingy spring, and the path to it was overgrown. The
engine was contrary at best, four years of non-use didn’t improve its cooperation.
Until we finally got the engine going we had to hand-carry water from the spring
to the hut. Ugh! The water was pumped to a galvanized tank on the kitchen poop
deck and when there was water in the tank we had flush toilets. Oh happy day!
   At first we had no kerosene and we did our cooking on the wood stove, which
was fun and amazingly we became quite good at it. When the “donk train”
started bringing in supplies we had kerosene, but it was for backup and we
continued to do our cooking on the wood stove. About the time that the donks
were through with Galehead, Stan went on to other things and Don and I settled
in for the summer.
   We were all set up and ready to go. However, there wasn’t anyone to host. The
hikers were slow to arrive and there wasn’t any time during the summer when we
were overworked with a full house. We would go for two or three days without
any guests. Some nights there would be one or two. I don’t know what the records
would show but my recollection is that we never had more than twelve or fifteen
overnight and that was unusual.
   Of course, we weren’t without things to do. We were constantly cutting wood
for the cookstove. Galehead at that time was a log structure and Joe sent in
bundles of oakum and it was necessary to chink the logs. The hut needed a new
roof and two from the construction crew (Hank Parker and another) were sent in
to do the job. After they removed the old roof there were large cracks and bits of
the old roof came through the cracks and seemed to land in whatever presented a
likely target. Have you ever tasted soup with old tar roofing chunks in it?
   For part of the summer we had a donk with us to help with the packing, but
the donk, Leetle Hoss, became difficult and was more of a nuisance than a help.
He was returned to pasture and we did the packing for the rest of the summer.
One load I brought in was a new commode to replace a broken one. The only
people encountered that day was the trail crew under the direction of “Cabin”
House. They had a few things to say, but were as disappointed as I that there
weren’t any goofers to whom we could explain the necessity of carrying a portable
john with you.
   The trail crew stayed at Galehead for several days clearing trails. The hurricane
of 1938 had done great damage and the lack of trail maintenance during the war
had left much debris to be cleared. Unless you stayed on the AT you were likely
to encounter lots of blowdowns.
   The only real scare I had during my six summers in the huts was at Galehead. It
was pack day for me and I was half way back to the hut when I began to itch and
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What initially appeared to be a calamity actually was
a benefit for the hut construction because the AMC could
follow previously drawn plans for a bigger hut proposal
that had earlier been rejected by the Forest Service.
������������������������������������������������������    da Editor
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in fifteen or twenty minutes I was covered from head to foot with hives. There was a
goofer at the hut who reassured me by saying that they might not be serious and
would go away in a day or so. On the other hand they might be serious and I should
see a doctor immediately. Fortunately they had disappeared by morning.
   Needless to say, we were not overworked and had ample free time. On several
occasions I hiked with goofers to Zealand and then turned around and came back
to Galehead in time to help with supper. A silly thing to do, I suppose, except
there were times when I just felt the need to talk to someone. There were times
when it was lonesome, but I was never afraid of the isolation which was some-
thing of a surprise to me since a kid I had tended to be afraid of the dark. Of
course when my crew mate, Don, was on days off it meant two days alone when
there were no guests, but it never seemed to bother me.
   At the end of the summer I told Joe it was too lonesome at Galehead and the
next two summers I was back at Madison where things were a bit more hectic.
After all, there was a reason for referring to Madison as the Madhouse.

Tidbits from the Records
These are notes from material forwarded by John Gerber, AMC Archivist.
Lonesome to Madison in 24 hours in Aug 1932; Dick Dodge, Ray Falconer, Stilly
Williams: left 3 a.m. from Lonesome for the Lakes. But arriving at the Lakes for 7
p.m. supper, decided to go for Madison.  They got lost in the fog, lost all but one
of their flashlights but finally made it to Madison by 3 a.m.
   Thru the huts in Aug 30/31, 1933 in 23 hr. 15 min. leaving Carter at 6 p.m.
and arriving at the old Lonesome at 5:15 p.m. Ed Loomis and Ralph Batchelder;
their travel time was about 18 hours.
   In 1937 a man Edgar L. Potts stopped hutmen while packing and did physical
tests (pulse rates mainly) and concluded that those packing were over exerting
themselves to the detriment of future health. He petitioned the Hut Committee
in October 1938 to cease and desist the practice of heavy packing and had a
number of famous and notable members of the AMC sign his petition.The
petition alleged that loads of 175-185 lb. were common packing to the Lakes.
   The Hut Committee did a survey of hutmen, some of whom were doing “stunt
packing”. They received 109 replies, which included hutmen from 1915 through
1938 and representing 303 hutmen seasons. 45 men were 30 years and older of
whom 36 had thorough physical exams since reaching 30 years.
   The survey showed the average loads: the Lakes had the highest reported
average loads; 60-150 lb.; Madison 45-100; Carter 45-107; Greenleaf 65-100;
Zealand 55-100, Galehead 70-110, and Lonesome 60-105 lb. However the
maximum loads were greater: Lakes maximum was 200, Madison 130, Carter
181, Zealand 138, Galehead 110, Greenleaf 127 lb. And the maximums all came
in the period 1936-38.
   As a result the Hut Committee decreed that all hutman should cease stunt
packing and have physicals before and after every season.
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After Hank Parker’s 1942 season in the huts, he went to Dartmouth, Marine V-12, and the
war ended as he was preparing to ship out as a platoon leader. He returned to graduate school
and to the huts as Joe’s construction sidekick in 1946, then onto heavy construction in
Washington and California, then the Korean conflict teaching at Quantico Marine
Barracks. After getting married, he worked in South America and Montreal before
teaching heavy construction management at Stanford. He divides his retirement between
Colorado and New Hampshire, making maple syrup and farming part time.
    Tom Caulkins left Madison in 1948 and spent a career as a Baptist minister in
Leesburg, Virginia, retiring to North Carolina. His two brothers with Joe’s given nick
names,  Stanley “General Lee” and Roger “Stonewall Jackson” are OH living in Virginia.
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Exploding Porcupines,
Cherry Bombs and B-17’s
Dr. Roger Smith looks through some past
Resuscitators for references to hutmen serving
in World War II

WHEN I went up to New Hampshire to work for Joe Dodge for six bucks a
week and all you could eat 50 years ago, the heroes of the summer were the men
who had come back from World War II to resume their jobs as hutmen. What
impressed me then, right out of high school, was the savoir faire of dynamiting
fish in the Cutler River (Noble McClintock caught the culprits and fined them,)
blowing up the Carter Dome Fire Tower (It was a rickety old thing and the
wardens declared it unsafe, so it sort of fell down during a lightning storm) and
the extraordinary occasion of the exploding porcupine which Tim Saunders has
recalled for us:
   “I was on the Pinkham Crew in 1948 and took a very minor part in the Glen
House raid. On one summer’s night in July 1948 at about 11 or 12:00 p.m. two
or three carloads of hutmen, a mixture of Pinkham, hut and construction crews,
led by none other than Brookie Dodge, headed down the road from Pinkham to
the Glen House. One group climbed quietly to the roof of the Glen House while
another group crept up to the front porch. At a designated signal, (flash light, I
think), the group on the roof dropped several cherry bombs down the Glen House
chimney and the group on the porch, led by Brookie, lit several cherry bombs in a
box containing a dead porcupine which disintegrated all over the front porch.
of the Glen House. The two groups then fled by cars to the old overflow parking
lot, not visible from the road, on the left-hand side of Rt.16 across from
Pinkham. Several of us on the Pinkham Crew hit the sack. In approximately 20
minutes to a half-hour later, a State Police cruiser went tearing by Pinkham, red
light flashing, heading toward Jackson. After the police cruiser went by the rest
of the crews drove down to Emerald Pool for a swim and a few beers. A short time
later the state police cruiser returned from somewhere down Rt.16 and the State
Trooper spotted the group at Emerald Pool. Brookie swam across the pool and
headed back through the woods to Pinkham. The State Trooper, whose name I
forget, ordered the rest of the crews back to Pinkham. In the morning Joe Dodge,
outwardly very unhappy, chastised the group. Brookie stepped forward and took
the blame for leading the raid, even as a young man able to take the heat.

Sam Goodhue and Bruno relax at the OH Cabin
during an Oktoberfest work weekend.
   In 1942, Sam had his share of explosives in
the 84th Infantry Division nicknamed Nail
Splitter. His job was to detect German mines, a
tedious and dangerous task that required
digging them up by hand. Later, Sam found the
job went faster by laying primer cord and
exploding the mines.
   He later worked for Joe Dodge in 1954 and
1955 in telephones and communications. After
a career with Foxboro Company, he retired to
Bartlett, New Hampshire from where he and
Bruno can keep an eye on the OH Cabin.
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Patrolling through our archive’s Resuscitators during the war years, one barely
penetrates the secrecy necessary in those times to disguise the true nature
of the services being rendered by hutmen who had enlisted. All of these men
served their country in its years of need and are covered with glory for it.
Some of these guys are now departed, some when asked would rather talk of other
memories, but those stories we did get are shared with you here to honor them.
   We read of ROY WOODWARD serving with the 87th Mountain Infantry,
getting his bars at OCS and returning to the unit. Lt. BUD HARDING, who was
wounded in action in the left shoulder later and Cpl. JIM STEVENS were also
with this elite unit. The 87th men who came back to Pinkham sang a song:

“The 87th’s best by far;
We’ll win this goddam war, By Gar;
The roughest, the toughest,
We’re dirty and mean, hungry and lean,
But our rifles are clean!”

JACK SLACK was on one of the ships sunk by Japanese torpedoes off
Guadalcanal, but was reported home again in the States. He had been at Pearl
Harbor, the Gilberts raid, the Marshalls, and had a previous destroyer
sunk under him. MOOSE DAMP was shot down over Belgium, IKE
MEREDITH and LAWRIE BROWN fought in 10th Mountain Division and
CHARLIE ROGERS made full lieutenant serving on USS Bridge (a ship noted
for hitting a mine in Tokyo Bay near the end of the war and nearly losing a cargo
of Thanksgiving turkeys destined for the Occupation soldiers, but that was after
he left it) and CHARLIE BROWNELL was reported serving in South America.
Corporal BOB LAVERTY was reported with the Marines in the Pacific. First
Lieutenant Dr. DICK HODGES was army medical staff somewhere. ROBERT
HARRIS was with the 389th bomb group, BILL QUIVEY with the blimps along
the East Coast, and DAVE SLEEPER with an infantry regiment at the Bulge.
S/Sgt. AL FOLGER was with the 42nd service group APO New York, so he was
in Europe and Lt. SWOOP GOODWIN with a camouflage battalion still in
Kentucky.

While AL has departed, I have a word from SWOOP GOODWIN:
“I don’t know if I can add much to what it was like to work in the huts in
the 40’s that you have not already covered but here goes. I started hiking
in the White Mountains in the 30’s always using the huts for overnight
trips. My first employment, if it could be called that, was at Madison at
the very end of the 1938 season. I was stopping at Pinkham when
the ’38 hurricane came through; and after it passed I continued on my trip
to Madison, first stopping to view the Cog Railway trestle which I heard had
been demolished by the winds. To my surprise Teen Dodge was there looking
too and that it was a pile of timber members strewed all over. I arrived
at Madison to find it open but no one around. The only person I saw on the
entire trip was Mrs. Dodge! I stayed and later Bob Ohler, the hutmaster
appeared. He had been down the Valley Way cutting through the blowdowns that
blocked the trail. He was the only crew as the others had all left for the
season. He asked if I wanted to stay while he concentrated on trail opening
and Joe approved. Joe and a closing crew came up about a week later and I
joined in the closing. At Pinkham the next day, Joe offered me a job with the
guys in the crew that were working on the hydro dam construction and
powerhouse. The crew also included Neighbor George and his brother Winnie.
The project was directed by Noble and Joe himself. From Madison closing
October 1938 to February 1942 I was working in the huts. That period was
filled with a variety of jobs and duties, never a dull moment, and great
esprit de corps. Some examples of work done that winter of 1938 were hydro

Irving Ike Meredith is full of stories, not the
least of which include his joining the 87th
Mountain Infantry, the forerunner of the
10th Mountain Division. He joined colorful
volunteers who were skiers, climbers, loggers,
prospectors and park rangers! including a
cowpoke who had shot a man and the sherriff
who was pursuing him. Besides Bud
Harding, Jim Stevens, Lawrie Brown and
Roy Woodward mentioned in the wartime
Resuscitators, Ike remembers that Bert
Hirtle, Bill Putnam and Carl Blancherd
were also members of this proud elite fighting
unit.
   Ike’s account of getting into the 87th
required filling out a three-page recommen-
dation so he went to the top ski instructors
in New Hampshire, Hannes Schneider, Ken
Henderson and, of course, the Mayor
himself Joe Dodge. Ike had more than
enough experience in the rock climbing and
skiing departments, but what really
toughened him up for that vigorous
training in Camp Hale, Colorado was
rooming with Moose Damp at Pinkham!
   His Pinkham days during the off season
in November allowed him to go deer
hunting when business was slow. One
gooferless day, Ike prepared for a day of
hunting just as a single goofer walked into
the old Trading Post. On cue, the cook, Tex
Benton, started his “war with Ike”,
chasing him around with a meat cleaver
and yelling at the top of his lungs. Exit one
goofer and out goes Ike for a day of
hunting.
   “In spite of what you heard about the old
days,” said Ike, “the latch string wasn’t
always out.”
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dam and powerhouse construction crew, winter fire stoker and fuel supply
custodian, meal server, and Noble McClintock’s helper on maintenance jobs.
From the spring of ’39 to October ‘39 while on Pinkham crew I worked full
time on the Old Hutman’s Cabin construction. The daily crew were Noble, Tony
Samuelson, Carl Blanchard, and Bob Temple. In addition on weekends Don
Allen, Charlie Rogers, and Al Folger were very faithful workers. One of
their specialties was gathering and packing up all the rocks for building
the fireplace assembly. Also 24 old hutmen and 8 friends of hutmen spent
weekends when they could on the job. It was a labor of love and joy. Winters
consisted mostly of keeping the home fires burning, snowplowing, table
serving, and truck trips to Berlin and Gorham for weekly supplies. In the
spring and summer I was storehouse keeper, truck driver for supplies to the
observatory and the huts, and fill in crew member in 1941 for a short time
on Lonesome crew as well as other assignments Joe gave me. I stayed on as
winter crewmember and continued working until 1942 when I enlisted in the
Army. After my tour of duty I joined the Active Reserve, Corps of Engineers.

Returning to our patrol through wartime Resuscitators, we find mention of
APPLESAUCE QUIVEY as Aviation cadet at Navy Lakehurst (I can relate to
that!) and Ens. W.C. PULLEN driving PT boats as was BOB MCINTYRE later
on. DON ALLEN became captain of USS Action. FORREST HUBBARD was a
lieutenant in the army and ART WHITCHER a midshipman at Great Lakes.
Young KIBBE GLOVER was mentioned as being in Australia. He later was in
some of the most terrible fighting of the war in the Pacific. Col. RAY BUNKER
was also mentioned as in Australia with his brother LARRY, also a light colonel.
He was on MacArthur’s staff. JOHNNY HULL was a navy Lt. in Washington,
ED POWERS, a marine instructor at Quantico, and PHIL FORD in the army at
Ft. Devens. Lt. JOHN NICHOLS was awarded an air medal for bombing he did
at Wake Island and CHUCK WIGGIN was in the same battle. CHARLES C.
(DUTCH) LENETEN was in the paras, training at Ft. Benning as was Lt. PETE
RICHARDSON. and BULL FULLER in tanks in Alabama. NORM LOVEJOY
landed with the engineers in North Africa. LEW BISSELL wrote he was applying
for OCS, and the editor asked him to write and say how he made out. BILL
TAYLOR drew duty in Iceland and DICK TREFRY in Greenland (after the war,
Dick went to West Point and worked his way up to General). Dick’s boyhood
chum GEORGE HAMILTON was an aircraft armorer in the 4th Air Force
sationed in the Phillipines just outside of Manila, FREDDY MILAN served in
Burma. BILL BROCK and FRED GREENE went to China. SKILLET MORGAN
and MAC BEAL served in submarines. Lt. MAC STOTT, was in the thick of the
fighting for Iwo Jima and was decorated for valiant duty.
   My own hutmaster, DICK MAXWELL, once told me that he went to tanks
after the war was over, was told to drive one out of its shed by the sergeant one
day, put it in reverse instead of forward, and took the rear of the shed off. He
never reimbursed the governemnt for wrecking that shed. He claimed that
shortened his military career.

POLLY SMITH MCLANE LIT begins her recital with this touching story.
“Boy, am I getting old when I think about my days at Pinkham. They were
certainly among the happiest of my life. I must have gone there in 1942. I
was working as a new secretary at Hale & Dorr Law Firm in Boston for Daniel
Brown, who happened to like to ski. He let me have a week off in the
wintertime to go skiing up at Pinkham. I was a real novice, probably a goofer. I
ate lunch at the long table in the dining room by the barrel stove, Joe was
holding forth about how among other things he needed a secretary, and I naively
said, ‘I’ll take the job.’ Joe said he would hire me. So I told Daniel Brown, who
gave me a farewell present of a pair of ski boots ($25 in those days). The boys on
the crew were gradually leaving mostly for the Mountain Troops, and a few

Edward Moose Damp went into the service
directly into the Army Air Corp from
winter crew at Pinkham in 1942. He
became the lead navigator on a B-17 in the
401st Bomb Group of the 8th Airforce and
flew 30 missions. He was shot down in
Belgium, but landed among friendly
Canadian forces which had liberated
Belgium and by his own account “rather
enjoyed myself there before going back to
England to finish the war”. By war’s end,
he was decorated with the Flying Cross,
Battle Stars and a Presidential Citation.
On V-E Day, May 8, he married Jean
Newton, a Hutman (F), honeymooned at
Pinkham and had four boys, all of whom
later worked in the huts. Moose’s brother
Jim Little Moose Damp was also a
hutman.
   He opened a restaurant on the West Side
Road in North Conway and named it
Edelweiss where his culinary skills and
personal antics became legendary in the
Valley. Where else could you ask to have
your water glass refilled and be treated by
Moose emerging from the kitchen in leather
apron and cook’s hat with a garden hose in
hand?
   He split his time between running the
restaurant and flying with Seaboard
World Airways as a navigator making
311 supply missions into Vietnam during
the Vietnam War.
   After Jean’s death, he left the restaurant
business, lived in Errol, New Hampshire
and is now living with his second wife
Jizzell in Sarasota, Florida.
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greenhorns (like Porky Curwen I especially remember) were showing up to work a
bit between school and the army. Freddy Milan and Beetle Elsner went off to the
Ambulance Corps I believe. I remember Bill and Jimmy Blanchard, Carl had
gone, and Swoop Goodwin. I can’t name them all. Sadly, the two hutmen whom I
especially remember are not ones who could share their wartime memories with
me or what they did with their lives after the war, as they gave their lives and I
miss them still.
   One was young Ted Fuller up at the Lakes. I used to get their requisitions for
supplies and pass them on to Joe for the truck trips. One of Ted Fuller’s wanted
some more vanilla, and he signed the note to me, “Extractedly yours, Ted.” They
were using a lot of vanilla up at the Lakes! I remember that Ted’s GI life insurance
was given to improve the Lakes hut.
   And finally, my most sentimental memory is of Dayton Brown. I believe he was
in the Naval Air Corps when his training plane crashed. I lived in the bunkroom
above the barrel stove, where the chimney went through my room. Dayton would
come in and we would read together. I was brought up to believe that the man of
your life had to be older, and Dayton was younger than I was. So this was a very
platonic affair, but he was one of the most congenial friends I ever had. We would
go up by Joe’s dam, too, and he would read to me. We read ‘Look to the Moun-
tain’ among other things. After he died his mother wrote me that Dayton had
said that if no one else would marry me after the war, he would.
   I was a Hutman (F) for over three years, it does my heart good to have a chance
to share these rather private memories with someone who cares. I can’t close
without mentioning that I was so lucky to have been Joe Dodge’s secretary and to
have lived at Pinkham year-round.”

Polly Smith McLane Lit at Madison in
1945 from a photograph taken by Pete
Richardson. Polly’s son Andy McLane, an
OH, is currently serving on the AMC
Board.
   She lives in Peterborough, New Hamp-
shire.

remembered a collection of these letters
that were stored at the OH Cabin for
many years before they were discarded
during a house cleaning.
   Roger Smith, whose prose about the
history of Dead Head was published in
a 1987 Resuscitator, read through these
wartime Resuscitators and wrote the
WW II article to honor our veterans.
  Galehead ended the millenium and
the old hut’s last few days were
properly acknowledged on a sunny
Monday in August by a bumper crop
of OH who came and went all day.
Thanks go to Bob Kreitler for his
organizing the closing ceremonies and
to Hank Parker who contributed the
article about Galehead’s history. The
new hut will open June 2 and that day
has been set aside for OH to properly
christen the new hut, ramps and all.

   You might have read in the winter
Resuscitator that during a rebuild of
the OH Cabin deck caretaker Mike
Waddell discovered major problems in
the forty year old supporting sills
which he and wife Kristen repaired by
jacking up the Cabin. Just as they
began to get everything under control,
along came a freak windstorm in early
December which knocked down trees
around the Cabin as well as blowing
the old outhouse off its footings.
Repairs and replacement will run
around $10,000. OH have responded
by contributing over $3,500 in
addition to their year 2000 dues.
Insurance will pay for a portion of the
damage, but there still remains a
balance of repair bills that your
contributions over and above dues
payments will help pay.

Roger Smith, Greenleaf 1949,’50,’51, Lakes ’52, lives and practices medicine in Oregon. He served as a Naval Aviator 1953-58. His
book, GUPPY PILOT, recounting anecdotes from that time is full of good photos of carrier aviation, naval history, the joy of flying in
the peacetime navy and many references to the Huts. Check our web site www.ohcroo.com to order a copy of his book.

Tim Saunders, after leaving the huts in 1950, spent three years in the Marine Corp during the Korean Conflict. After the Marines, Tim
joined OH Jack Orrok (‘22,’23) as a manufacturer’s rep covering New England which he is still doing 44 years later. Tim’s brother Sandy is an OH
and twice president of the AMC. Tim has been involved in the OHA and worked on the AMC huts and trails committees. He lives in Wellesley, MA.

Bertram Swoop Goodwin lives in Nashua, NH and is a regular at winter and spring reunions.

Continued from page one
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Saturday, May 20
$20 for prepaid full menu,

Sandwiches, Salad, Little Necks,
Beer, Lobster, Ice Cream, Pie

($14 for present croo & kids under 14)

Want to come for just a
sandwich and a beer?

Then it's just $8
Full menu must be prepaid.

1:00 p.m. Brawl Game

�

�������������
��

Friday, June 2
38 beds reserved for OH
Call PNC 603 466 2727

for reservations

�

������������

Tundra  Golf

Saturday, October 14

�

���
�������

Saturday, October 14
Sunday, October 15

More details in postcard
mailing this fall

�

�
���������

�

������� ���
��

Date in 2000
Details to be announced
in Winter Resuscitator

�

Steering Committee Meetings
quarterly. Check www.ohcroo.com
for date and place or call Malin at

781 316 1756

����������	
�����
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���"��"�!������������
���
#
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�I’m prepaying the full menu for Spring Brawl at $20 or at $14 for
kids and present croo. Lobsters and clams will be bought only on a
prepaid basis. Sandwiches and beer available for dropins at $8.

�Oops! Here's my dues for 2000!$15 and here’s something extra
to sweeten the pot for the Cabin renovations and repairs.

�So here’s my total $..........for limited edition O H cap with
embroidered Solvitur Crumpus logo at $17 each.

�So here’s my total $..........for limited edition O H T-shirt, also
embroidered with logo at $22 each, size L.....XL..... THESE ARE
GREAT BEEFY T SHIRTS AND THEY LAST FOR MANY
YEARS. THE FIRST EDITION OFFERED IN THE PAST CEN-
TURY ARE STILL GOING STRONG.

�Here’s my total for all the above $.............................................

� Sign me up for Tunda Golf. Call Doug Hotchkiss for details,
508 526 7063.

�You've challenged me to write for the Resuscitator and I'll send
you the following........................................................................
..................................................................................................

�I’m not sure that the following OH is a on your address list.
Here’s the name and address........................................................
..................................................................................................

�Here's my news.......................................................................
...................................................................................................
...................................................................................................
...................................................................................................
...................................................................................................
...................................................................................................
...................................................................................................
...................................................................................................
...................................................................................................
...................................................................................................
...................................................................................................
...................................................................................................
...................................................................................................
��� ���
��
��,����������������������-�,.���/	�����
���������
�����������	
��
����
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